
Beekeeping is Big business 

I am Ndewa Hilary, a Level 2 Student in the Institute of Rural Entrepreneurship (IRE) 
Nkambe. I know that honey is an expensive commodity but I didn’t realize that it is 
obtained so easily until I observed and partly took part in the process in my school, IRE. 
Last year I actively took part in the setting up of the Apiary of our school and I saw how 
quickly the hives colonized and a harvest carried out in barely five months. I therefore 
decided to embark on this business venture of beekeeping. 

I gathered all my savings from digging toilets and sales of palm wine, in order to make a 
start. I informed my mother and she has been very helpful and supportive. My father 
offered me some planks. At the end of June I invited the carpenter who did our hives in 
school and he constructed 8 Kenyan Top Bar Hives for me.  

In early July I installed my hives following the steps that we had taken in school. I chose 
this sight because is bordered by two streams; it is near a small forest; there palm trees 
and wild flowers. I planted some acacia seedlings which I got from the apiary in our 
school. To my pleasant surprise, the hives colonized so quickly and by the time I went 
back to school, 7 out of 8 hives had colonized. Yesterday when my teachers and 
classmates visited my apiary all the hives were already colonized. Very amazing.  

I have spent 62000 CFA physical cash so far. I think when I harvest in March I will 
recover that money and have even more. 20 liters of honey is almost 100,000 CFA. My 
next target is to get equipment such as bee suits, gloves, smoker etc. I Love the bees.  I 
feel like just staying in the apiary with bees. I thank my school for opening my eyes to 
see. 
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